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Captain, shortly before rendering up his soul, that
he would take away with him the whole country of
the Hurons. It is customary for Barbarian Captains
to wish that others may bear them company at their
departure, going so far that sometimes they send one
to kill another Captain to go with them into the
other world. These ignorant people, full of malice,
readily imagine [212 i.e., 208] that we share their
detestable ideas, hence they suspect Monsieur de
Champlain of procuring their death at his own
departure.

Some others attributed the cause of their epidemic
to our vengeance, saying that we only went up to
their country in order to sacrifice every one of their
bodies to the soul of a certain Estienne Bruslé, whom
they had wickedly assassinated. All things appear
yellow to the yellow eyes of the jaundiced; people
who are being consumed by the fierce flame of a ven-
geance aroused against those who have done them
harm, believe that all of us are heated and burned
by the same fire.

In short, they reasoned upon their sickness in still
another way. They said that our French had be-
witched a cloak or a robe, and had buried it at the
three Rivers, but in such a place that they suspected,
and rightly, that the Hurons, as they were very great
thieves, would take it away, which they did. Hav-
ing then carried it to their own country, they bore
thither at the same time the pestilence and contagion.

These nations persuade themselves that they die
almost entirely through charms; and hence, measur-
ing us by the same standard, they think and be-
lieve we are greater sorcerers than they themselves.
[213 i.e., 209] Upon the strength of these reports, as



